A biopsy gun which can be operated by one hand has been evaluated at post-mortem to determine its accuracy in biopsying impalpable lesions within the liver under intraoperative ultrasound control. Of 20 impalpable metastases identified positive histology was obtained in 90% demonstrating that this technique is of value in identifying and localising metastases in the liver.
INTRODUCTION
As many as 35% of patients who undergo curative resection for colorectal cancer have occult liver metastases which are undetected at operation 1,2. Intraoperative ultrasound has the ability to detect a certain proportion of these occult metastases at the time of surgery and this may improve the possibility of cure by hepatic resection. Identification of impalpable metastases within the liver relies not only on imaging the lesions but also on gaining histological evidence by biopsy.
We have evaluated a biopsy gun for guided biopsy of impalpable liver metastases by assessing the accuracy of guided biopsy at post-mortem. 
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